LIBERALISM  AND  THE  MONARCHY
involves the extension of the scope and powers of Government*
—otherwise it is a new despotism ; and the subsequent history
of the United States shows how true a prophet he was.
That is not to say that Tocqueville was in any sense a
Socialist: he had a horror of Socialism as implying equality
without liberty and the crushing of personality, and being
based on an energetic, continuous, immoderate appeal to the
passions of men, as well as being an attack on private property,
for which he has the orthodox Liberal regard, being suspicious
even of forced expropriation for the cause of public utility.2
But he did see that no modern State could afford to neglect
the social problem, and that this must involve not indeed any
attack on property rights but rather their extension: " The
French Revolution/' he writes, " has allowed one exclusive
right to remain, the right of property, and the main problems
of politics will deal with the alterations to be brought about in
the rights of property-holders. It is now not only honest and
fair but even needful and expedient for the lawgiver to make
his first concern the material and intellectual lot of the lower
classes : to secure to the poor all the welfare compatible with
the existence of individual property rights and the inequality
of conditions/'3 The problem of course remains as to what is
to happen if this welfare of the poor is found to be incompatible
with the maintenance of those essential conditions, but we
must not expect from Tocqueville the insight into social
economics of a Saint-Simon or a Fourier; it is a good deal
that he should have declared that " the principal aim of a good
Government is to bring about the welfare of people, and not to
create what may be called a kind of order in the centre of their
wretchedness." 4 Nor did he leave the matter entirely in the
air : he wrote to Dufaure in July 1847 5 suggesting a complete
recasting of the French financial system so as to diminish the
burdens laid on the poor by slightly increasing those laid on
the rich, thus reaching gradually both a better order in finance
and the freeing of labour. " I am sure/' he adds, "that it is a
1	CEuvres, iii., pp. 506-508.
2	Unpublished papers, Marcel, op. «/., pp. 169-170.
"3 CEuvres, ix., p. 516.	4 Ibid., i., p. 159.	5 Marcel, op. tit., p. 257.
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